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A brief History

Schio is one of the municipalities in the province of Vicenza
that is surrounded by an amphitheatre formed by the hills and
foothills of the Alps, a setting of great charm, where the many
hill-side villages dotted throughout the area still bear witness
to the old rural civilisation. The origin of the place name Schio se-
ems to have derived from “ischi” — a type of oak — or “Ascledum”
in the Romance language of the time.

It is a borough of ancient origin and proof of this is given by
the items from the Neolithic age and the Paleo-Venetic settle-
ments; the geographical position, at the crossroads of ways
of communication, made it a spot predestined to become a
place of settlement right from prehistoric times; the “unpaved
Veneto road” existed even before the arrival of the Romans
and by skirting the Colli Berici hills, it reached as far as Vicen-
za and then joined up with the Trentino road via Malo, Magre,
Schio and Piovene.

The first existing Medieval document referring to Schio dates
back to 983; it is a document in which the Bishop of Vicen-
za, Rodolfo, in a voluntary deed, donated a “curtis in Scleo” to
the Benedictine monks of San Felice in Vicenza in the place
known as Gorzone where the actual Cathedral now stands.
The location of the modern day town centre originated from
the transfer of the parish of Belvicino, the houses of which had
been swept away by a flood, to Gorzone in Schio in 1123.

A free Municipality in 1228, and then the property of the Della
Scala and of the Visconti families, Schio was widely develo-
ped under the dominion of the Serenissima and it became the
main place for wool production in the Republic. In fact, it was
this very business that gave the town the famous nickname
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of "little Manchester”; it is true to say that the vocation for
industry has very old origins and has left the town a remar-
kable legacy consisting of precious evidence to its Industrial
Archaeology. The economic development began in earnest
and adopted more rational systems from the eighteenth cen-
tury onwards with the work of Nicold Tron, who founded a
textile factory that attracted skilled workers from England and
introduced new machines and work methods as far back as
1738. The art of wool-making reached its peak in the ninete-
enth century thanks to the first products made by Francesco
Rossi and by virtue of the innovative entrepreneurial spirit of
his son Alessandro Rossi who was able to develop his father’s
wool mill until it became the most important Italian wool com-
pany (Lanerossi). This pioneering aspect of industry proved
to be a vital element for local entrepreneurial culture and in
time it has led to the creation of a unique and extraordinary
industrial area.
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Fogazzaro Palace

The palace which features a
Corinthian portico, an ashlar
basement and two wings
(barchesse) with turrets, was

built in 1810 to a design by

Carlo Barrera.

Renovated in 2004, today it is used
to hold cultural activities such

as exhibitions, conferences and
concerts.
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“Renato Bortoli”
Civic Library

Housed in the renovated group

of historical buildings that were
formerly the “Ospedale Baratto”,
built in 1611, and the district prison
under Austrian rule, the library
offers numerous services including
a lending library, consultation,
newspaper and periodical library,
reading room, archive consultation,
children’'s and teenagers’ section
and internet point.

Schio Town hall

Built in 1799 to a design by Carlo
Barrera and previously used as the
Garbin Palace and Wool Mill, it has
been home to the town council
since 1914. The simplicity of the
fagade overlooking the square
contrasts with the more articulate
main prospect along Via Pasini.
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Castle

The so-called “Castle” of Schio is
really a former church (St. Mary

of the Snow) that stands on the
ruins of the old castle which was
destroyed by the Venetians in 1512
following the troubled events of the
League of Cambrai. In a panoramic
position offering a marvellous view

of Schio, it is today the home of the
town's Photographic Circle.
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Conte Wool Mill

It is the oldest wool mill of the
town and was founded in 1757 by
Giovanni Battista Conte and then
extended over time with the building
of new plants and structures in
reinforced concrete. Following
remarkable restoration works, in
2007, on the occasion of the 250th
anniversary of its foundation, it
was reopened to the public for
exhibitions and as a museum.
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Civic Theatre

It was inaugurated on 9th June
1909 with a performance of
“‘Mefistofele” by Arrigo Boito.
Seriously damaged during the
war, it gradually fell into disuse.
Today, some of the rooms such
as the foyer and the Calendoli
room are used for exhibitions and
conferences. A work of architectural
restoration and conservation is
currently being developed.
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Rossi Nursery School

Named after Alessandro Rossi

who entrusted the building work to
Antonio Caregaro Negrin in 1872,
the nursery school looked after

the children of Lanerossi wool mill
workers until about 1990. Today,
the building is being restored and
will become a “music centre” with
spaces dedicated to musical groups
and town associations.

The Church of St. Francis

A fourteenth century church with
an adjacent monastery of the Friars
Minor of the Observance (which
was suppressed in 1810). Extended
during the 1500s, it houses
numerous works of art inside and

in the cloister, including the great
altarpiece by Francesco Verla.
Apart from religious functions,
concerts are also held there.
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